176.   INTERVIEW TO "THE NATAL MERCURT'
durban,
October 25, 1913
, . . After the conference1, Mr. Gandhi was asked by a Mtrcwy represen-
tative whether there was any truth in the suggestion that the strike was at an
end.
[gandhiji :] No, the strike is still continuing. I have telegrams
from Dannhauser district to say that that is so, and from Dundee
and Newcastle also. The position is that the men were to be
withdrawn from the collieries in order to court arrest and impri-
sonment in Natal, or, failing that, to cross the border to the Trans*
vaal, and be arrested there. As this conference was coming,
this movement was suspended. So the position is that they are
on strike, but have not left the mines.
The idea behind this proposed movement from the mines was
that it was not a proper thing to draw rations from the mine-
owners, and yet not to work. I personally felt that the strike was
weak so long as the men did not actually leave the mines, What
will happen now will depend on the result of the conference, and
that I am unable to foreshadow. The strike, however, will con-
tinue. According to my estimate there are nearly 3,000 on strike.
The effect of this is not entirely to stop work as they have a certain
amount of Kaffir labour, and with this Kaffir labour and the
Europeans they are able to do some work, though the bulk of it is
certainly at a standstill.
I saw it reported that we might even ask the Kaffirs to strike.
But such is not our intention at all. We do not believe in such
methods. We have nothing against the employers as such, but
as the employers are supposed—at least some of them—to have
opposed the repeal of this tax, this demonstration has become
necessary* As soon as the Government make a promise to the
effect that the tax will be repealed during the next session of Par-
liament, the strikers will be advised to resume work.
and children, and, if not, what were the reservations, if any? The meeting
would be glad to know, also, what the present intentions of the Government
are in regard to tax of £3. In view of the extension of the strike daily, they
would be indebted for immediate information for guidance of further joint
meeting to be convened immediately such reply is received."
1 This was held at the Chamber of Commerce; vide the preceding item.

